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Documents to Collect (for Veteran & Spouse as
applicable) for VA Filing and keep in one safe place

* DD 214 of Veteran (use Standard Form 180 to apply for)

* Social Security & Medicare/Medicaid Card(s) & info

* All Insurance Info: life, health, long-term care, home, car, etc. with policy #s,
agents’ names, phone numbers. Etc.

* Other Sources of Income/Assets: pension, IRA,401K, investments, etc.

* Names of your Banks & Account #’s: checking, savings, etc.

* Investment Income: stocks, bonds, property, and brokers’ names & phone
#'s

* Copy of the Most Recent Income Tax return

* Location & Copy of the Most Recent Will with an Original Signature

* Liabilities, including property tax — what is owed, to whom, and when due

* Mortgages and debts — how and when they are paid
* Location of original deed of trust for you home

* (Car title and registration

* Credit and debit card names and numbers

Application for burial benefits:
VA Form 21-534EZ should be filled out as much as possible.
VA Form 21P-530EZ should be filled out as much as possible.

For a headstone or marker VA Form 40-1330 should be filled out as much as
possible. the institution will notify the funeral home at the time of the death. The
funeral director will contact you immediately following their notification to help
you proceed. (However, we suggest you contact the funeral home immediately, so
you've are assured that everything is being properly handled.)

If a loved one was in the care of a hospice program, a hospice representative will
give family members instructions and procedures to follow. The coroner/medical
examiner will be notified by hospice. Following their release, the hospice will



contact the funeral home. It is always a good idea for the family to contact the
funeral home immediately so that they will be aware of the pending call from the
hospice.

Death Certificate

A “Death Certificate” is needed from the attending doctor, family doctor, or
coroner. Itis very important for the purpose of spousal benefits that the doctor or
coroner is aware of the veteran’s service-connected disabilities and lists any that
may have been involved in the veteran’s death on the death certificate as one of
the causes or contributing causes of death. (Less important if the veteran has been
service-connected 100% disabled for more than 10 years prior to death.) You will
need 3-5 certified copies and 10 to 20 regular copies for Social Security, the VA,
insurance companies, relatives, etc.

For Veteran’s qualifications and spouse’s qualifications for
Dependency-Indemnity-Compensation (DIC) benefits Click Here for more
information

Organ Donation

Notify the attending doctor or coroner immediately that the veteran was an organ
donor (time is very important).

If your spouse was an organ donor and died at home without the assistance of a
physician, contact a local hospital to handle the process. The hospital should be
able to link you with the relevant authority for organ donation if the veteran died
under the care of a hospice nurse or

paramedic. The funeral home may be able to assist you with this as well.

As Soon As Possible Notifications

Social Security Administration — Call 1-800-772-1213

And/or: Provide the deceased person's Social Security number to the funeral
director so they can report the death to the SSA.



Return all SS checks for the veteran arriving the month after their death or
inform your bank as soon as possible to return any payments arriving in any
months after the veteran is deceased. A SS representative should be able to tell
you if and how much is owed that was already paid. You, or the executor of the
veteran’s estate must pay that amount back. Go to the Social Security office and
give them a copy of the death certificate. Social Security pays a one-time death
benefit of $255. Also take a copy of your marriage certificate to apply for
“survivors’ benefits” if the veteran’s Social Security payout is greater than
yours.

Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) — Call 800-827-1000 and select option 5.
(Open 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Eastern Standard Time)

Return all VA benefit checks for the veteran arriving the month after their death or
inform your bank as soon as possible to return any payments arriving in any
months after the veteran is deceased. If VA benefits were paid out after for a
period after the death of your spouse, they will have to be paid back. The VA
representative you speak with on the phone should be able to tell you if that is the
case and how much is owed. You, or the executor of the veteran’s estate, must pay
that amount back.

Defense Enrollment Eligibility Reporting System (DEERS) — Call

800-538-9552

Surviving spouses of retirees and 100% service-connected veterans — and their
eligible children — can maintain their military ID cards and all benefits associated
with being a veteran’s spouse.
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VA Burial Benefits

Veterans qualify for headstones, markers, medallions, burial flags, and
Presidential Memorial Certificates. For a headstone or marker, see VA
Form 40-1330. For a medallion to be placed on a privately purchased
headstone or marker, see VA Form 40-1330M. To request a burial flag,
see VA Form 27-2008. To request a Presidential Memorial Certificate,
see VA Form 40-0247. If the funeral home will not file these forms for
you, the spouse or representative may file them independently.

A surviving spouse does not need to file a claim for reimbursement of
burial costs, if you're listed as the Veteran’s spouse on his or her VA
profile. When the VA receives notice of the Veteran’s death, they
automatically pay a set amount to those eligible surviving spouses to
help pay for the plot, the cost of interment, or transportation of the
remains to the cemetery. If necessary, file VA Form 21P-530EZ.

At present (2024), the burial amount for a service-connected death is a
maximum of $2,000 and they may pay the spouse some or all the costs of
moving the veteran’s remains if the veteran is buried in a VA national
cemetery.

At present (2024), for a non-service-connected death, the VA will pay up
to $796 toward burial and funeral expenses (if hospitalized by VA at
time of death), or $300 toward burial and funeral expenses (if not
hospitalized by VA at time of death), and a $796 plot-interment
allowance (if not buried in a national cemetery).



Veterans’ Qualifications for Dependency Indemnity-
Compensation DIC Benefits

For survivors to qualify for Dependency-Indemnity-Compensation (DIC)
benefits, veterans, and service members must meet one of the
following criteria:
1. Died while on active duty, active-duty training, or inactive duty
training
2. Passed away due to a service-connected condition
3. If death was not service-related, then veteran was entitled to
receive VA disability compensation for a totally disabling condition
(or total disability based on individual unemployability, TDIU): for a
period of at least 10 years prior to death; or since release from
active duty and for a period of at least five years prior to the
veteran’s death; or for at least one year before death, if the
veteran was a former prisoner of war who died after September
30, 1999.

If the death certificate lists the cause of death as one of the deceased
veteran’s service-connected conditions, the VA should grant service
connection without further investigation.

If the veteran’s service-connected condition was a contributory cause of
death, VA should presume that it contributed “substantially and
materially” to the veteran’s death, and grant service-connection
without further investigation.
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Veterans’ Qualifications for DIC Benefits (continued)

If the condition that caused the veteran’s death was not already service
connected when they died, you can still apply by submitting an
application for DIC. Claims such as these may take longer to process
because VA adjudicators will follow the typical disability claims review
process to decide whether the cause of death is service connected.

If the cause of death is a “presumptive” disability, and the evidence
shows the veteran meets the presumptive criteria for that condition (for
example, agent orange or burn pit presumptive conditions), the VA
should grant service connection without further investigation. A service
officer from any Veteran Organization (such as The American Legion,
Veterans of Foreign Wars - VFW, Disabled American Veterans - DAV) or
an officer of the Georgia Department of Veterans Services should be
able to help you identify all the presumptive conditions.

To file for DIC Benefits and/or Pension Benefits use

VA Form21-534EZ.

The following documents (minimally) must accompany this form:
Veteran’s DD-214
Death Certificate
Proof of marriage document(s)

11



DIC for Surviving Spouses or Partners

There are several eligibility options that will entitle a surviving spouse or
partner of a veteran or military member to DIC benefits.

According to VA’s website, the surviving spouse of a veteran who meets
the qualifications in the previous section is eligible if he or she:

* married the veteran before January 1, 1957, OR
e was married to a service member who died on active duty, active
duty for training, or inactive duty training, OR

* married the veteran within 15 years of discharge from the period
of military service in which the disease or injury that caused the
veteran’s death began or was aggravated, OR

e was married to the veteran for at least one year, OR

* had a child with the veteran, AND o cohabited with the veteran
continuously until the veteran’s death or, if separated, was not at
fault for the separation, AND

o is not currently remarried.

Spouses may also be eligible if the military member was receiving
compensation for total disability prior to passing away, even if the
immediate cause of death was unrelated to the military.

The VA will recognize common-law marriages for DIC benefits if your
state’s laws allow common-law marriages.
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DIC for Surviving Spouses or Partners (continued)

Additionally, VA will allow an unmarried veteran’s surviving spouse to
collect DIC benefits if he or she:

* Had a child with the veteran; AND

* Lived with the veteran continuously until the time of the veteran’s
death; AND

* was not responsible for the separation, if separated from the
veteran

As of September 2013, same-sex spouses of military veterans are
afforded the same beneficiary rights as those of heterosexual military

veterans. Legally married military couples of any orientation can apply to
collect federal benefits.

If a surviving spouse remarries, VA will generally discontinue DIC
benefits to that spouse. However, there are some exceptions.

If the surviving spouse remarries and that marriage ends in a death,
divorce, or annulment then DIC benefits can be restored from the date
of termination of that marriage.

Another instance where DIC benefits could be continued after a
remarriage is if the surviving spouse remarries after reaching the age of
57 on or after December 16, 2003. In this case, the new marriage won’t
stop DIC benefits.

NOTE: If the surviving spouse remarries before reaching the age of 57,
DIC benefits will not continue, and they will not be reinstated even
when the surviving spouse does reach the age of 57.
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Processes Checklist

By now, the following processes should be in the works or completed: If
not started — it may not be too late — check with a Service Officer (see
Resources Section — pages 29-30) to get help.

The Social Security Death Benefit should have been received.

The veteran’s Social Security has been substituted for the spouse’s
Social Security if it was the greater amount — the new checks usually
start within two (2) months of application with backpay differential paid
at the start. Any money owed to Social Security has or needs to be
paid.

VA Death Benefit should have been received and any reimbursable
burial costs paid.

If qualified for Dependency Indemnity Compensation (DIC), death
pension, aid and attendance, and/or housebound benefit it should be in
process — if filed on-line the process may be completed in as little as
two months but be prepared to wait about six months to complete
when filed by mail and without complications. All supporting
documents must accompany the application for the clock to start
(usually that includes at least: the Veteran’s DD-214, Death Certificate,
and marriage document).

Backpay usually comes when the process is complete, with monthly
checks arriving thereafter. The lowest base monthly rate in 2025 is
$1,612.75. See the next page for a chart of the payment schedule for
different ranks in 2024.
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VA DIC Payment Schedule 2024

Add on for 8 Full  Add Allowance Surviving Spouse Surviving Spouse
Pay Grade DIC Base Rate Years on VA for Each child Requiring Aid & Requiring Homebound
Disability 100% under age 18 Attendance - Add Allowance - Add

E-1-E-6 $1,612.75 $342.46 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
E-7 $1,668.49 $342.46 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
E-8 $1,761.43 $193.78 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
E-9 $1,837.07 $118.14 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
WO-1 $1,703.03 $252.18 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
WO-2 $1,770.71 $184.50 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
WO0-3 $1,822.47 $132.74 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
WO0-4 $1,928.66 $26.55 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-1 $1,703.03 $252.18 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-2 $1,761.43 $193.78 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-3 $1,882.19 $73.02 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-4 $1,995.01 $0.00 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-5 $2,195.47 $0.00 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-6 $2,475.55 $0.00 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-7 $2,671.96 $0.00 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-8 $2,934.81 $0.00 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-9 $3,139.21 $0.00 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17
0-10 $3,443.18 $0.00 $399.54 $399.54 $187.17

Applying to all: 1 or more children under 18 - Add a transitional benefit of $342.00 + $399.54 for each eligible
child for the first 2 years after the Veteran's death. For a child between 18-23 who's in a qualified school
program: $338.49/mo. - Helpless child from before age 18: $680.94/mo.

If there are children but no surviving spouse, the allowance for eligible children is as follows:

Number’of Monthly rate Total monthly Number of
Veteran’s . , Monthly rate for Total monthly payment
ligible for each child payment Veteran’s each child (in U.S. $) (in U.S. $)
children (inU.S. $) (inU.S.S) eligible children
1 $680.94 $680.94 6 $334.50 $2,007.00
2 $489.79 $979.58 7 $321.42 $2,249.91
3 $426.09 $1,278.27 8 $311.60 $2,492.82
4 $380.30 $1,521.18 9 303.97 2735.73
5 $352.82 $1,764.09 10+ add $242.91 / child

Data drawn from VA Dependency & Indemnity explained at veteransguide.org
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Resources

The American Legion Dexter Allen Post 90

Service Officers (Ken Johnson and Post Commander Bobby Godwin)
Tel: (912) 481-6662

Click Here for Post 90 Website

Cemetery Administration — VA
http://www.cem.va.gov
Tel: 866-900-6417

CHAMPVA Benefits | Veterans Affairs
https://www.va.gov/health-care/family-caregiver-benefits/champva

End of Life Resource Handbook for Veterans
https://www.va.gov/files/2022-11/HPM EOL Resource Booklet (1).pdf
Tel: 916-843-7177 or 916-366-5490

Family And Caregiver Health Benefits | Veterans Affairs (va.gov)
https://www.va.gov/health-care/family-caregiver-benefits

Georgia Department of Veterans Services
https://veterans.georgia.gov (for locations outside Bulloch County)
3A W Altman St, Statesboro, GA 30458 (by appointment only)

Tel: (912) 871-1104

8819 US Highway 301, Glennville, GA 39427

Tel: (912) 654-5159

Medical Records Office | VA Augusta Health Care - Veterans Affairs Website:
https://www.va.gov/augusta-health-care/medical-records-office

Medical Records Office | VA Charleston Health Care - Veterans Affairs
https://www.va.gov/charleston-health-care/medical-records-office

Medical Records Office | VA Dublin Health Care - Veterans Affairs
https://www.va.gov/dublin-health-care/medical-records-office
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Resources (Cont.)

My Veterans Place Savannah, Inc., PO Box 2672, Savannah, GA 31402 Physical address:
132 Darling Street, Savannah, GA 31408

Email: mvpsavannah@gmail.com

Tel: Office: 912-200-6630; Cell: 912-604-1492, Fax: 912—226-3509

National VA Chaplain Service - Patient Care Services
https://www.patientcare.va.gov/chaplain/index.asp

Office of Survivors Assistance - Veterans Affairs
https://www.va.gov/survivors/

Email: ceofsurvivors@va.gov

Tel: 202-461-1077

Ray Hendrix Department of Veterans Affairs Clinic in Statesboro
658 Northside Drive East, Suite B

Statesboro, GA 30458-4828

Tel: 706-733-0188 x51132

VA Benefits for Spouses, Dependents, Survivors, And Family Caregivers
https://www.va.gov/family-member-benefits

VA Mental Health Services | Veterans Affairs
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mentalhealth/ Tel:
800-382-8387

List of Helpful VA Phone Numbers
https://www.va.gov/resources/helpful-va-phone-numbers/

Veterans Crisis Hotline Tel: Dial 988, Press 1 OR Call 800-273-8255, Press 1
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=cabd66de77de3c6dJmltdHM9MTcwMzk4MDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xZjU2YmVlYS03MTMwLTY3M2MtMmJhZS1hYzgzNzAxYzY2MGEmaW5zaWQ9NTIyMg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1f56beea-7130-673c-2bae-ac83701c660a&psq=va+chaplain+services&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucGF0aWVudGNhcmUudmEuZ292L2NoYXBsYWluL2luZGV4LmFzcA&ntb=1
https://www.patientcare.va.gov/chaplain/index.asp
https://www.patientcare.va.gov/chaplain/index.asp
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=483fbcc3abfecce8JmltdHM9MTcwMzk4MDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xZjU2YmVlYS03MTMwLTY3M2MtMmJhZS1hYzgzNzAxYzY2MGEmaW5zaWQ9NTIwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1f56beea-7130-673c-2bae-ac83701c660a&psq=ceofsurvivors%40va.gov&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmEuZ292L3N1cnZpdm9ycy8&ntb=1
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https://www.va.gov/survivors
https://www.va.gov/survivors
https://www.va.gov/augusta-health-care/locations/ray-hendrix-department-of-veterans-affairs-clinic/
tel:706-733-0188%20x51132
https://www.va.gov/family-member-benefits/
https://www.va.gov/family-member-benefits/
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https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=c635d0594d1458daJmltdHM9MTcwMzk4MDgwMCZpZ3VpZD0xZjU2YmVlYS03MTMwLTY3M2MtMmJhZS1hYzgzNzAxYzY2MGEmaW5zaWQ9NTIxNg&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=3&fclid=1f56beea-7130-673c-2bae-ac83701c660a&psq=va+mental+health+services&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudmEuZ292L2hlYWx0aC1jYXJlL2hlYWx0aC1uZWVkcy1jb25kaXRpb25zL21lbnRhbC1oZWFsdGgv&ntb=1
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https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
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https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
https://www.va.gov/health-care/health-needs-conditions/mental-health/
https://www.va.gov/resources/helpful-va-phone-numbers/
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VA Forms



The VA forms that are an essential part of this document are available online.
The forms may be accessed and downloaded for completion on the Internet,
at the URL addresses on the following pages.

The links are secured (https://) and most commonly go to a VA website.

Using online access should ensure that you are getting and using the latest
(most current) version of the VA form(s).

It is assumed that you have access to a computer and the Internet to use the
online links for the forms. If you do not have a computer, printer, or Internet
access you should contact a Service Officer at The American Legion, the VFW,
or the Georgia Department of Veterans Services for assistance.

USB Drive

If you obtained this document with an accompanying USB drive, the forms
are in a folder entitled VA Forms on the USB drive. This could eliminate the
need for accessing the Internet and downloading the forms.
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VA Advanced Directive

Click here for online download of VA Form 10-0137

VA Form 10-0137 is on local USB drive

MAR 2024
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https://www.va.gov/vaforms/medical/pdf/VA%20Form-10-0137.pdf

Income & Asset Statement

Click here for online download of VA Form 21P-0969

VA Form 21P-0969 is on local USB drive

NOV 2023
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https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21P-0969-ARE.pdf

Application for
Veterans Pension

Click here for online download of VA Form 21P-527

VA Form 21P-527 is on local USB drive

AUG 2022
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https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21P-527-ARE.pdf

Survivors DIC, Pension and Other Benefits

Click here for online download of VA Form 21P-534

VA Form 21P-534 is on local USB drive

JUL 2022
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https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21P-534-ARE.pdf

Application for
Veterans Pension

Click here for online download of VA Form 21P-527EZ

VA Form 21P-527EZ is on local USB drive

FEB 2023
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https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21P-527EZ-ARE.pdf

Survivors DIC, Pension and Other Benefits

Click here for online download of VA Form 21P-534EZ

VA Form 21P-534EZ is on local USB drive

JUL 2022
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https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21P-534EZ-ARE.pdf

Burial Benefits

Click here for online download of VA Form 21P-530EZ

VA Form 21P-530EZ is on local USB drive

OCT 2024
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https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-21P-530EZ-ARE.pdf

Burial Flag

Click here for online download of VA Form 27-2008

VA Form 27-2008 is on local USB drive

MAY 2024
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https://www.vba.va.gov/pubs/forms/VBA-27-2008-ARE.pdf

Presidential
Memorial Certificate

Click here for online download of VA Form 40-0247

VA Form 40-0247 is on local USB drive

JUN 2023
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https://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-0247.pdf

Burial Headstone
or Marker

Click here for online download of VA Form 40-1330

VA Form 40-1330 is on local USB drive

SEP 2024
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https://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330.pdf

Medallion for a
Private Marker

Click here for online download of VA Form 40-1330M

VA Form 40-1330M is on local USB drive

SEP 2024
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https://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330M.pdf

Pre-need Eligibility for Burial
in a National Cemetery

Click here for online download of VA Form 40-10007

VA Form 40-10007 is on local USB drive

SEP 2022
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https://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/va40-10007.pdf

Military Records
Request

Click here for online download of Standard-form-180 (archives.gov)

OR
Possibly the easiest
Click here to create an online request

Standard Form 180 is on local USB drive

Updated 10/10/2024
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https://www.gsa.gov/reference/forms/request-pertaining-to-military-records
https://www.gsa.gov/reference/forms/request-pertaining-to-military-records
https://vetrecs.archives.gov/VeteranRequest/home.html

Note from the Author of this Document

| am a Vietham combat veteran. A few years ago, | was slowly dying of heart failure
diagnosed in 2008 and trying to prepare everything my wife would need to have in
preparation for my passing. It took me months of research and work to get what |
thought was everything together. In 2019, | had an inexplicable remission of all
symptoms.

After that, | joined the local American Legion Post 90, and started assisting the
Service Officer, now Post Commander, Bobby Godwin. We are helping veterans,
and their wives navigate important issues in their lives. | learned very quickly that
my preparations for my own passing had not been very complete and that many
other veterans and their survivors often had little or no idea how to prepare for or
navigate end of life experiences.

Thus came the inspiration for this manual which has benefited from the input of
others (PJ Schneider, Mike Thompson, Gary Martin, and my wife Barbara Harris) in
addition to my own research.

It is my intention to grant my work to American Legion Post 90 with the request
that they do everything in their power to make this document available to all who
might need or have use of it, without charge, printed and/or on-line. It will
become another of our Post’s several community service projects and will need
funding.

For anyone who has found this work of value to helping themselves, or others, and
who wants to express their appreciation, | would direct them to contact and/or
donate to the American Legion Post 90, 100 Rucker Ln, PO Box 443, Statesboro, GA
30459, Tel: (912) 681-6262.

It is my privilege and pleasure to serve my fellow veterans.

Aen Johnson

37



This book given courtesy of
The American Legion
Dexter Allen Post 90

Statesboro, GA 30458
www.statesboropost90legion.org

Copyright ©2024 Ken Johnson, All rights reserved


http://www.statesboropost90legion.org/
http://www.statesboropost90legion.org/

